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Pickett Arena Renovations  
by Morgan Offutt 

If you have driven past the Equine Center recently, you 
have probably noticed the B.W. Pickett Arena looking a 
little different. Since it was built in the 1970s, the 
Pickett Arena has had brick siding along the outside of 
the heated indoor arena. However, there were 
structural concerns with the bricks and it was 
determined by CSU Facilities that the conditions were 
unsafe for students, faculty, staff and visitors to the 
university. Now, the arena is getting brand new metal 
siding that will be tan with red accents, to match the 
Adams-Atkinson and Legends of Ranching barns. The 

project is expected to be finished by mid-November.  

Because the Pickett houses the Equine Sciences office, all faculty and staff have had to 
relocate to a temporary space on the Foothills Campus. The Equine Sciences office is 
temporarily located at Aggie Labs, which is at the end of Rampart Road, past the ARBL. 
Pickett also has a classroom space that cannot be accessed during the construction, so there 
is a temporary classroom in front of the Adams-Atkinson barn for multiple classes to meet.  

Students in hands-on riding or handling classes are able to use both outdoor arenas and the 
Adams-Atkinson arena, but riding in the Pickett is off-limits until construction is finished. It 
will be a cold winter without the heated, indoor Pickett available, so bundle up, students! 
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by Cassi Nichols 

This summer the Equine Sciences program said goodbye to Louise Ansell and Sandy Hopper 
as they transitioned into retirement. Louise and Sandy played a massive role in the program 
as our administrative support staff. Well versed in the language of CSU’s mandatory 
paperwork and protocol, Louise and Sandy were the go-to gals of the Equine Sciences 
program. However, their impact could be felt beyond paperwork. Louise and Sandy operated 
behind the scenes to ensure our staff and students were supported at all times. Due to their 
passion and expertise, both Louise and Sandy will forever be greatly valued as integral 

components in the Equine Sciences program.  

Louise Ansell filled the role as the Administrative 
Assistant for 17 years. She welcomed all who visited 
the Equine Sciences offices with great warmth and 
pride for our program. Any student who entered the 
office was bound 
to have a 
conversation with 
Louise as she was 
always willing to 
listen and offer 
encouragement. 

During her time at 
CSU Louise’s kindness and endearing personality were 
known by all students and faculty.  

Sandy Hopper wore many hats during her 27 years at CSU. 
During her time in the Equine Sciences offices, Sandy 
played a key role in many events including the planning 
and execution of our Legends of Ranching program. Sandy 
loved having conversations with students and getting 
involved with program activities. She was never one to shy away from an 
opportunity to get her hands dirty and jump into tasks with students.  

Louise and Sandy made the Equine Sciences offices feel like home to many students and 
faculty. Their dedication and support will not be forgotten, and we are grateful for the many 
years they chose to spend working for the program. We wish them endless joy and relaxation 
as they begin the next chapter of their lives in retirement.  
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Bittersweet Farewell to Louise and Sandy
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   Applied Classes Spotlight: 

by Hannah Davis  

Recently Equine Science majors have been offered a course that 
allows them to be a part of an initiative that is truly making a 
difference. The Right Horse Initiative has teamed up with the 
Dumb Friends League Harmony Equine Center and CSU to give 
students an opportunity to train horses in transition. Each 
semester, a group of horses come in and are assigned to a 
student to prepare them for adoption at the end of the 
semester. We get a variety of breeds coming from different 
backgrounds. This semester we have everything from a spunky 
mini to a gentle draft horse. This class is a fantastic opportunity 
for students to get hands-on learning experiences that will give 
them tools for their future careers. The goal is to re-home these 
horses into beginner level horsemanship programs, EAAT 
programs or private adoptions. Being able to see the difference 
from when these horses first arrive to when they are adopted is 
a very special experience.  
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by Emma Smith 

With such beauty and strength, horses are able to capture the attention of many with just 
their presence. The challenge Equine Science students are faced with is how to capture that 
same beauty and strength in a photograph. In ANEQ 303, Equine Digital Photography, we 
focus on using the fundamentals of photography to show the attractiveness of horses. For 
the first few weeks of class we begin with the basics of the camera, and what goes into 
taking a good photo. For the remainder of the semester, we are able to hone in on skills 
around photographing horses.  With a small class size, we are able to have a lot of fun 
photographing the horses at the Equine Center and really broadening our photography 
skills.  The skills we learn in ANEQ 303 will allow us to be an all-around photographer in 
the equine industry. 

ANEQ 303: EQUINE PHOTOGRAPHY

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE RIGHT HORSE INITIATIVE

Photo by Hannah Davis 
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by Meagan Rockow  

On September 20, 2019, the CSU College of Agricultural Sciences held the 
annual Fall Gather in the Adams-Atkinson Arena. This is a Colorado State “Ag 
Week” event that is put on every year for the College of Ag alumni, faculty, and 
staff. The Equine Science Stewards had the privilege of attending this event to 
assist with setting up, greeting attendees, mingling, and cleaning up. There was 
a delicious meal catered by the CSU Meat Judging team. Dr. Jerry Black, the 
director of the Equine Sciences program, and Dr. James Pritchett, the interim 
dean of the College of Agricultural Sciences, both spoke about the future plans 
for growth within the Equine Science program and College of Ag. They also 
expressed great thanks to alumni for their support. This was a fantastic 
opportunity for current students to hear from alumni and faculty all while 
giving back to the supporters of our college. 

by Kayla Lent 

ESTES PARK JOUSTING TOURNAMENT

ALUMNI FALL GATHER

Stewards Helping Out in the Community 

Photo provided by Kayla Lent

On September 6th-8th, the Equine Science 
Stewards were present at the 43rd annual 
Longs Peak Scottish Irish Highland Festival 
in Estes Park, CO. During the weekend we 
helped set up for all jousting events, as well 
as being present and assisting in the arena 
during the games and light-weight jousting. 
Alongside jousting, we also helped set up for 
trick riding events, Scottish Capall Horse 
Boarding, and took tickets at the gate. All in 
all, this event was a great fundraising 
opportunity for the Stewards and we got a 
chance to work alongside industry leaders. 
This event is a lot of fun and we hope to be 
invited back to participate in the years to 
come!
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Internship Experience with Vista Equine
by Anne Shirron

Over the summer I had the awesome opportunity of being a breeding intern with Vista 
Equine Colorado. The breeding facility is owned by Jake Dahl and Stephanie Webb 
and managed by Tanner Isaacs. A large part of my job was to bring mares to the stocks 
for palpations and pregnancy checks, prepare treatments and injections, and teach 
foals how to wear halters and walk with them on. 

A large part of what makes Vista Equine Colorado very famous is their embryo transfer 
program. An embryo transfer happens when you breed a horse, then at day seven of 
her pregnancy, you flush out the embryo and place it inside the uterus of a recipient 

mare. This is a very common practice in the 
equine industry with performance horses 
because people want to breed their horses and 
have babies, but they also want to keep 
showing their horses and don’t quite have the 
time to let their horses have an off-season to 
be mothers. If the mare has a history of bad 
labor or any sort of other medical issues, it 
can be safer overall to have her create an 
embryo and then have a recipient mare carry 
the embryo to term.       

 Through my experience, I got to watch a live 
horse birth, watch an umbilical hernia repair 
surgery, and help breed a horse using frozen 
semen. I learned so many different things 

about the equine reproductive physiological system, as well as 
how to work in and manage a breeding facility. The veterinarians on staff also show 
you how to read ultrasounds and understand where a mare is in her cycle by what you 
see on the screen. 

 I loved my experience being a breeding intern at Vista Equine Colorado! I highly 
recommend it to anyone who is interested in equine reproduction as a possible career 
choice. The people there are so nice and helpful, and the veterinarians are extremely 
knowledgeable. I really suggest that anyone who is interested in the equine 
reproduction industry look into Vista Equine Colorado. 

Photo by Anne Shirron
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by Michelle Cornwall

CSU Competes at Thoroughbred Makeover

Could you imagine riding an off-the-track thoroughbred through a jumping course? I 
know I sure couldn’t. This year, Tiare Santistevan competed in the fifth annual 
Thoroughbred Makeover in Kentucky Horse Park representing Team CSU. The 
Thoroughbred Makeover is a three-day event that 
has competitions in 10 disciplines with thousands 
of spectators and prize money. Anyone who is 
willing to train an off-the-track thoroughbred is 
eligible to participate in this competition; 
however, riders do have to be evaluated by a 
committee. Tiare and Team CSU students have 
worked very hard to prepare for this competition. 
They placed 60th in the eventing competition, 
making Colorado State very proud. Go Rams!

Courtesy of Florida TRAC

Homecoming Parade
The Equine Science Stewards participated 
in the annual Homecoming Parade! We 
had so much fun supporting Homecoming 
week, and getting to decorate a float. We 
hope to participate again next year!

Photos by Zachary Sprague
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UPCOMING EVENTS!
Trick or Treat Street  

October 26th, 1-5pm 

My Heroes is hosting their 4th annual 
Trick or Treat Street in CSU’s Adams-
Atkinson arena. This event serves as a 
fundraiser for My Heroes so they can 
award scholarships to families in need 
within the community. Come check 
out the games, and activities 
while supporting a great cause!

Agricultural Sciences 
Building 

Groundbreaking Ceremony  

October 10th, 3:30pm 

Join the College of Agriculture in 
welcoming the new renovation. 

Equine Science Stewards  
Chipotle Fundraising Event 

November 2nd, 5-9pm 

We are having a fundraiser at Chipotle 
on 649 S College! Eat some delicious 
food while supporting our group!

Diversity Professional 
Development Day 

December 4th, Various 
Locations 

All majors welcome! Located around 
campus, and designed to help 
students for their future careers!

AgInnovation Summit 

December 5-6th in LSC 

Come to the LSC and listen to 
Daphne Taber, Erin Fitzgerald, and 
Krysta Harden speak on the 
innovation within the Agriculture 
industry. All are prominent and 
inspiring leaders who are here to 
shed light into the industry. 

Winter Extravaganza 

December 13th, 6-9pm, 

CSU Equine Center  

Every year, we host a fun winter 
party with faculty, stewards, and 
students. We have plenty of games, 
activities, and so much more!
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Thank you to everyone who contributed and made this 
newsletter possible!

Kayla Lent 

Anne Shirron 

Allie Arnold 

Michelle Cornwall

Contributors: 

Morgan Offutt 

Cassi Nichols 

Hannah Davis 

Emma Smith 

Meagan Rockow

Newsletter 
Editor:  

Haylie George 

Faculty Advisor: 

Sarah Matlock

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Be sure to follow us on social media for upcoming events!


