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Newsletter Committee 

Editorial Staff 

Dixie Crowe 

It has been an absolute pleasure being the 

editor for the last two years. I’ve enjoyed 

finding  

stories in the 

department, 

meeting new 

students, 

industry 

profession-

als, making 

connections 

and friend-

ships. The 

Equine Stewards has been a fantastic group 

and I appreciate the mentorship I received 

from the faculty. Best wishes to all the   

Equine faculty, staff, and students. It’s Ram 

Go Time! 
 

 

Our goal is to strengthen relationships between 

faculty, staff, and industry professionals by 
providing CSU Equine Sciences students  

 a collection of information pertaining to the  

industry and undergraduate program. 
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O 
ver the past eleven years, the Legends of Ranching sale has grown 

into a program that gives students the opportunity to train colts, 

showcase their training skills in the Wagonhound Land & Livestock 

student competition, as well as plan and execute a major sale with 

support from the equine industry and important western Quarter Horse ranches.  

This year’s student competition was won by Sonja Sobetsky, who placed second 

in the riding pattern and first in salesmanship portion for the overall win. 

“I’m so honored to be the 2016 winner of the Wagonhound student competition,” 

said Sobetsky 

This year, the Legends program expanded again to include a futurity and maturity 

horse show to showcase the quality of the horses that are sold in the annual sale. 

“The 2016 Legends 

of Ranching         

program was a huge 

success,” said      

Dr. Denniston , the 

new Director of    

the Legends        

program. “We     

began the week of 

events on April 16 

with the annual 

Wagonhound      

student competition 

during which we 

awarded $10,000 in 

scholarship money 

to deserving competition winners. On April 22, we launched our inaugural Leg-

ends of Ranching Futurity and Maturity Horse Show for previous Legends of 

Ranching Sale horses and awarded over $11,000 in prize money.”  

By Dixie Crowe 

Legends of Ranching Sale & Futurity/Maturity Show 

Sonja Sobetsky won the 2016 Wagonhound Land & Livestock student compe-

tition with Hip #55 One Knight in Heaven. Photo courtesy of Ryan Brooks, 

RMB Photography. 

Disclaimer: Under Colorado law, no expression made 
by students in the exercise of free speech or freedom of 
the press shall be deemed to be an expression of school 
policy. No student, employee, or officer of CSU shall 
be held liable in any civil or criminal action for expres-
sion made or published by a student.  

CSU Alumni Baxter Black, DVM and Dixie 

at the 2016 National Cattlemen’s Conven-

tion in San Diego. Photo courtesy of Dixie 

Crowe. 
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Taylor Randall with Guapo after the inaugural 2016 Non-Pro 

Futurity. Photo courtesy of T. Randall. 

                                                         This new event, open to horses bought and sold through past Legends of Ranching 

sales, attracted 21 entrants. Competitors included buyers, consignors, program alumni Kim Rounds and Taylor Randall, 

and current Equine Sciences student Ian Rawley.  

The show had two divisions, Non Pro and Open in the futurity or        

maturity categories. For Non Pro riders, the exhibitor could not have 

earned more than 10 points and/or $1000 in any association. There were 

also two classes in each division, ranch riding and cowhorse. 

Futurity horses were three or four-year-olds that were trained in the CSU 

Colt training class and sold in the previous calendar year. 

Taylor Randall, class of 2015 who works at Rancho Corazon as a young 

horse trainer and equine care manager, drove up for the event from New 

Mexico with her horse “Guapo,”  GR Leo’s War Coup, that she trained 

and purchased in the 2015 colt training class and Legends of Ranching 

sale.  

“Coming back for the inaugural Legends of Ranching Futurity was like 

coming home,” said Randall. “It was exciting to see all of the horses I 

recognized from previous sales and to catch up with their owners and 

consignors. It was not  only a well-run, fun show, but also a great way to keep up with valuable industry connections.” 

Eligible horses ridden in the maturity division were sold in any previous LOR sale, except those that qualified as futurity 

horses. Winners  received cash prizes, ribbons, tack, and trophies. Many horses in 2016 Legends of Ranching sale      

already had their entry fees paid for next year’s Futurity and Maturity event, which promises to be even larger show and 

a new tradition for sale weekend. 

“We celebrated our 11th annual Legends of Ranching Performance Horse 

Sale with a record breaking sale, said Dr. Denniston. “In addition to 

boasting an incredible sale, we also raised $25,000 for the George      

Phillips Memorial Scholarship fund.” 

It is not uncommon for students to spend three years involved in the       

Legends program by the time they graduate. Many students take           

advantage of being in both the colt training and the sales classes. They 

become teaching assistants for these classes, and even volunteer just to be 

a part of such an incredible event that prepares them for the industry. 

 

Save the date for next year’s Legends of Ranching               

Performance Horse Sale & 2nd Annual Futurity and Maturity 

Horse Show April 21 - 22, 2017 

For more information on any part of the Legends of Ranching Program, 

please contact Dr. Denniston at (970) 491-8373 or by email at                 

David.Denniston@colostate.edu.  

“Coming back for the inaugural Legends of Ranching 

Futurity was like coming home.” - Taylor Randall 

Continued from page 1 
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E 
quine and animal sciences students 

had a unique opportunity to hear a 

panel of professionals talk about their 

careers in the equine industry on 

March 24. Panelists included Marian Carpenter, 

current editor of “Rocky Mountain Quarter Horse” 

magazine, Kristen Wheeler, owner of Colorado 

Equestrian Academy, Jessie Butler, therapeutic rid-

ing instructor and program manager for Hearts and 

Horses, Sandy Cochran,  graphic designer and own-

er of Sandy Cochran Designs, Sam  Shoultz owner 

of KeSa Quarter Horses, and Dr. Luke Bass, DVM, CSU faculty member in the Equine Field Service department.  

After the panel session, students had lunch with the speakers in the dining hall at Academic Village. It was a great opportunity to ask 

questions one-on-one and network with industry professionals who are also great supporters of the Equine Sciences program.  

By Katheryn Crone 

English Riding Club’s Kentucky Trip 

T 
his past weekend, April 28 to May 1, the Colorado State University English Riding Club went to Lexington, Kentucky to 

see many of the world’s top three-day eventers compete at the Rolex. The weekend before dead week was a trying time to 

get away before finals, but the late nights were worth every moment of getting to see the amazing sights of Kentucky. 

Not only did the team volunteer to assist at the competition held at Kentucky Horse Park, they toured Hagyard Equine 

Medical Institute where many of CSU’s Equine Science students intern each spring.  

Definitely one of the highlights was getting a totally impromptu behind-the-scenes look at Keeneland racetrack after the club     

members accidentally sat in a racehorse own-

er’s box to watch the last race of the season. 

We were invited to meet their jockeys, horses, 

head groom, and talk at length with the owner 

himself.  

On the final day, the club was also able to tour 

Claiborne Farm, the former home of Secretari-

at. The farm was breathtakingly beautiful and 

the club was able to meet some of their famous 

studs like 2013 Kentucky Derby winner Orb 

and the beautiful stallion War Front, whose 

stud fee is approximately $200,000.  

Altogether it was an amazing trip and all the    

members are excited for what the club officers 

have planned for next fall.  

By Dixie Crowe 

Career Panel & Luncheon 

Members of the English Riding Club visiting Claiborne Farm in Kentucky during their spring trip.   

Photo courtesy of the English Riding Club.  

Photo by Cassidy Perricone. Pictured from left to right: Dana Ratcliffe, Equine Sciences Steward, 
introduces the panel, Marian Carpenter, Kristen Wheeler, Jessie Butler, Sandy Cochran, Sam 

Shoultz, and Dr. Luke Bass.  
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By Zachary Sprague 

Mountain Riders Horse Club 

T 
his year was a big one for Mountain Riders 

Horse Club! Our goal was to increase our in-

volvement at CSU and within the Fort Collins 

community, as well as grow the club to be able 

to involve more students. Some of the meetings 

we held this semester included facilities management, tack 

and leather care, driving truck and trailers, and how to   

prepare and pack a horse!  
 

Along with some of these meetings, we also had some  

equine professionals come out to speak to us. We had an 

equine veterinarian come tell us about first aid on the trail, 

as well as a farrier who showed us proper farrier tech-

niques and hoof care.  

As for our involvement at CSU and in the community, we 

took part in quite a few events. We volunteered at the CSU 

Skyline Stampede Rodeo and the Legends of Ranching 

Futurity & Maturity show and sale.  
 

For even more exciting news, this    

semester Mountain Riders got a club 

horse! Her name is Lady and she is 

currently staying at one of our mem-

ber’s property. Through getting her, 

we have been able to show our mem-

bers firsthand how to work with horses 

and better their horsemanship skills!  
 

This year we also got to go on a camp-

ing trip up in the Poudre Canyon, and 

we have a planned pack trip for the 

end of the year!  
 

We always welcome new   

members and hope to do more 

fun events in the future! 

Photos courtesy of the Mountain Riders Horse 

Club: Top tying panniers on a sawbuck sad-

dle. Middle: camping trip with club members. 

Bottom right: club members learn how to use 

equipment at the Equine Center. Bottom left: 

Mountain riders participate in the annual 

homecoming parade. 
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By Ashley Reisenaur 

Ranch Horse Team’s Winning Year 

By Dixie Crowe 

CSU Polo 

This year has been one to put in the books for the CSU Ranch Horse Team! We have swept the floors at      

almost every competition that we entered as a team winning either the Division 1 Team (two non pros, two 

limited non pros, and two novice) or the Division 2 Team (two limited non pro and two novice) and in some 

cases, BOTH!  

Most recently we sent a team down to the National 

Championship competition in Sweetwater, Texas on 

April 22-24. April Johnston (senior, limited non pro), 

Isaac Wilkinson (freshman, limited non pro), Nicole 

Stanley (freshman, novice), and Maranda Vomund 

(senior, novice) strongly represented the team and 

placed 4th in the nation for the Division 2 Team!  

The future is bright for fellow Ranch Horse Team 

members as we continue to compete throughout the summer 

leading into the fall semester that begins in August.  

Stay tuned to see what we will be up to next!  

Photos courtesy of the Ranch Horse Team: Top CSU’s Ranch Horse 

Team Division 1 Team Champion award, bottom from left to right 

Nicole Stanley, April Johnson, Maranda Vomund, and Isaac Wilkinson 

are the  Division 2 fourth place team in the nation. 

CSU Polo wrapped up their season with the Rocky Mountain Polo 

and Alumni Appreciation Weekend April 29 and 30 at the B.W. 

Pickett arena. The weekend included an all-star game, round robin 

tournament, and appreciation lunch with a silent auction. Team 

Stripes won this year’s tournament. 

Both the men’s and women’s teams advanced to the intercollegiate 

regionals this year. The team finished out their season wearing 

new custom CSU Polo jerseys by Prisa Polo. For all the latest polo 

team news follow them on Facebook. 

Photo courtesy of CSU Polo: The women’s junior varsity traveling team sports the new jerseys from 

Prisa Polo. Top row left to right: Nicole Lathrop, Katie Stiles, Audra Rinerson. Bottom row left to 

right: Kelsey Naftel, Erika Johnson, Tessa Parrish.  
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By Katie Geist 

66th Annual Skyline Stampede Rodeo 

The 2016 Skyline Stampede Rodeo, hosted at the CSU Equine Center 

April 8-10, was a success. Rodeo competitors, fans, and supporters 

gathered once again in Fort Collins for the 66th Annual rendition of 

the oldest collegiate rodeo in the nation.  

Over the course of the weekend, 523 competitive runs or rides were 

completed by over 400 students from the Central Rocky Mountain  

region within the National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association. Addi-

tionally, 2,500 spectators attended the Friday and Saturday evening 

performances as well as the short-go on Sunday following a packed 

cowboy church sermon.  

This year’s officer team could not have been more proud of the way 

the team members joined together to produce three fantastic rodeo  

performances and two extended sections of slack; the collective efforts 

earned the year-end “Most Improved Rodeo” award for the region.  

Fueled by the 

magnitude of   

success achieved 

this year, the CSU 

Rodeo Club now 

looks forward to 

producing an even 

greater rodeo in 

the spring of 

2017. 

All photos by BQ Guack Photography courtesy of the CSU Rodeo Team: Top right Laynie Kay Parker rides with the American flag, center right Kassi McPhereson 

ropes her cow, center left bucking bull competition, bottom right bucking bronc competition, bottom left Amelia Anderson competing in goat tying.  
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Story and photos by Emily Hartman 

Late Spring Snow Doesn’t Deter Packing Trip 

By Dixie Crowe 

Welcome New Equine Sciences Stewards  

The Equine Sciences Stewards selection process changed this year. Current        

Stewards chose applicants for eight open slots based on a written application 

and interview. It was hard to choose from so many talented students and we 

hope anyone who was not chosen this year will reapply next year.  

Welcome to: Ashley Baller, Katie Feighner, Gianna Di Gregorio, Alexa John-

son, Valerie Lindstrom, Kelly Lynch, Lucia Ruppert, and Heather Vanourek. 

The Stewards will be participating in “Surviving ANEQ” mentoring incoming 

fall and spring freshman and transfer students, leading tours of the equine cen-

ter, assisting faculty and clubs at meetings and events, and reporting on the all 

the latest news happening in the Equine Sciences Program in future editions of 

this newsletter. 

This year’s spring pack trip was a little unconven-

tional. We went to Sweetwater Resort near Gypsum, 

Colorado over the final weekend in April and we ran 

into a ton of snow. Due to the weather we were unable 

to camp out so we stayed in the cabins at the resort  

instead, which were much warmer than it would have 

been in a tent.  

Even though the students didn’t get the chance to camp 

out and see how we take care of horses when there 

aren’t any corrals, they did learn how to ride in near 

blizzard conditions. The class took a couple day rides 

throughout the weekend, one that consisted showing 

the students where we would have been staying where 

there was a foot of snow on the ground.  

The next day we rode up to an old Native American cave and did 

some spelunking. After the short ride to cave we took a drive to 

Glenwood Springs and spent some time in the hot springs to relax 

our tired muscles and remember what it felt like to be warm again.  

In addition to riding through snow, the students also got to experi-

ence how to pull vehicles out of the mud and how to put chains on 

tires.  

It was definitely not a normal pack trip, but we had a lot of fun and 

came away from it with more skills than we had going in.    

We’d like to say a special thank you to our faculty advisor, Cassidy Perricone!                                                 

We appreciate all your work helping schedule stewards for the tours, facilitating our meetings, improving our 

leadership skills, and recognizing our individual strengths! 
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By Dana Ratcliffe 

 Reflections of a Graduating Senior 

F 
inals are right around the corner, which means for the seniors the   

dreaded G-word is fast approaching. That’s right, graduation is a few 

weeks away, and with that comes a new adventure on the horizon.   

However, along with the excitement of graduation and anticipation of 

never having to take another final comes nostalgia for the past four years. As a 

student of Colorado State, more specifically an Equine Sciences student, I have 

gained vast amounts of knowledge, friends, and wonderful life experiences.  

I remember when I was looking for colleges, I was overwhelmed and excited for 

my new adventure; it was very similar to how I feel now that I am graduating. 

When I first set foot in the Equine Sciences department, I was so excited to learn 

about the program and the opportunities it presented that I started shaking. I was 

so happy that I found my spot. I could not contain my joy. Over the past four 

years I have learned a lot about horses and myself.  

Being an Equine Science student, has given me plenty of knowledge and practical 

horse experience. Through hands-on practical classes such as: Equine Repro-

duction Practicum, Equine Event & Sales Management, Horse Judging, and  

Therapeutic Riding Instructor Training, I have gained invaluable skills that have 

increased my confidence.  

In addition through various internships, I gained work experience and  

important networking opportunities. I completed an internship at Hagyard 

Equine Medical Institute, where I worked as a veterinary technician in 

Lexington, Kentucky.  I learned to care for neonatal foals as well as how 

to care for high-risk pregnancy mares and other injured horses. I also   

interned at KeSa Quarter Horses, LLC, where I gained experience in    

halter breaking foals, starting 2-year-olds, and ranch management.  

By living in the Equine Sciences dorm and belonging to various clubs 

such as the English Riding Club and Equine Science Stewards, I have 

formed strong friendships that will last a life time. Serving as an Equine 

Science Steward provided me the opportunity to develop my leadership 

skills, to interact with faculty and staff on a more personal level, meet 

prospective Equine Science students, and network with leaders in 

the equine industry. It was an honor to work with such a strong 

group of dedicated individuals. The people I have met through 

being an Equine Sciences student have changed me for the better 

by making me a stronger and smarter horsewoman. I will always 

be grateful for the people I met and the connections I made 

through the CSU Equine Program.  

Although it is time for me to move on to “greener pastures,” I will 

never forget the wonderful experiences and knowledge I have 

gained within the last four years. I will always be proud to be a 

CSU Ram and even prouder to be part of such a strong Equine 

Sciences Program.  

Photos courtesy of Dana Ratcliffe. 


